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1940

1949

Mansfield Independent School District celebrates a century of education

1948 Mansfield High School Tigers football team

m May Orr is hired to
teach in the high schoal for the
remainder of the school term.

m “For Whom the Bdll
Tolls” “Heaven Can Wait”
and “Lassie Come Home' are
in theaters.

Robert DeNiro, Janis Jop-
lin and Mick Jagger are born.

1944

m A loaf of bread costs 15
cents.

Feb. 11: The PTA sets up
guidelines concerning lunch-
room workers. Rules ad-
dressed: not talking out of
shop, following recipes and
menus by the head matron, ab-
sences, beingontimeand sala-
ries.

m The school board agrees
to sponsor congruction of a
shop building.

m Meat rationing ends.

m The unemployment rate
is 1.9 percent.

March 21: Ben Barber
speaks to the board about the
cost and methods of construc-
tion of the new shop building.
The board discusses means of
raising money and an advertis-
ing campaign to give students
abetter pictureof theshop pro-
gram.

April 4: ES. Gilstrap, Lon
T. Hubbard and D.S. Wilson
areelected to the school board.
G.H. Steward is elected presi-
dent and F.S. Gilstrap is elect-
ed secretary. Ernie Ray is
€lected superintendent as well
astherest of the faculty.

m Howard Aiken and
Grace Hopper design the first
Mark series computer at Har-
vard. The computer is S5feet
long, 8 feet wide and weighs5
tons. Used by the Navy for
gunnery and ballistic calcula
tions, the Mark | was opera-
tional until 1959.

June 6: The Allies invade
Normandy on D-Day. The op-
eration is the largest amphi-
bian attack of al time with
175,000 troops landing along
a 50-mile stretch of the Nor-
mandy coast. More than 5,000
ships are involved. There are
approximately 10,000 Allied
casudties and between 4,000
and 9,000 dead, wounded or
captured German soldiers.

June20: The same contract
to haul and educate is agreed
upon with the Lone Star
Schools for 1944-1945 school
year.
June 22: President Roose-
velt signs the G.l. Bill of
Rights.

July 5: ErnieRay resignsas
superintendent to joining the
Army.

July: The World Bank is
Created.

July 19: R.L. Huffman is
hired as superintendent. He is
given atwo-year contract and
rent allowance provided such
asdlowed by state officialsin
the equalization aid budget.

July 20: An attempt to as-
sassinate Hitler fails.

Aug. 1: AnneFrank and her
family are betrayed and sent to
concentration camps. She
would diein 1945.

Sept. 1. Repairs will be
made to the Colored School
after discussion regarding the
size of the building and num-
ber of rooms. The board ac-

cepts$37.10fromthe 1944 se-
nior class to be used on the
construction of a new water
fountain in the building.

m Sunscreen is created by
Benjamin Greento protect sol-
diers in the South Pacific.
Greenwhowould continuehis
experiments and later create
what would become known as
Coppertone suntan cream.

Sept. 5. Mary Lillard is
hired to fill ateaching vacan-

cy.

Nov. 7: Franklin Delano
Rooseveltiselected to afourth
term as president.

Dec.15: Former band lead-
er Glenn Miller is reported
missing in action after his
plane disappears while flying
to Paris to play for troops that
had recently liberated France.

Dec.16: Battle of the Bulge
begins. This was the largest
battle fought in World War I1.

m Diana Ross, Joe Frazier
and Jerry Springer are born.

1945

Jan 20: Franklin Delano
Rooseveltisswornin aspresi-
dent for afourth term.

m The unemployment rate
is 1.9 percent.

April 12: President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt dies of a ce-
rebra hemorrhage in Warm
Springs, Ga., and Vice Presi-
dent Harry S. Trumanissworn
in as president.

April 30: Adolf Hitler
commits suicide.

May 25: Lon T. Hubbard
resigns from the school board
having been elected to the City
Council. All faculty is re-
elected for the next school
year.
May 7: Germany surren-
ders.

May 8: Declared VE Day
for Victory in Europe.

July 16: Manhattan Project
tests first atomic bomb over
Alamogordo, N.M.

July 28: A B-25 bomber
flies into the Empire State
Building, damaging the 78th
and 79th floors and killing 13
people. The pilot could not see
because of foggy conditions.

Aug. 6: The United States
drops the atomic bomb “Little
Boy” over Hiroshima.

Aug. 9: A second atomic
bomb, “Fat Man,” is dropped
on Nagasaki leaving mass de-
struction and thousands of
desths.

Aug. 14: VJDay-Victory in
Japan is declared when the
United Statesreceivesword of
Emperor Hirohito's surrender
of Japan.

Aug.18: Roberta Tipps and
Willie Mae Witten resign. It
was determined that a 15th
teacher was needed with pos-
sihbility of a 16th . Nell Barber
is hired to fill the English va-
cancy. Roy Goodman is hired
as the added teacher. Superin-
tendent R.L. Huffman pre-
sentsathree- to five-year plan
of building and improvement
for the Mansfield school. He
then retires from the meeting
to help Mrs. Huffman with a
watermelon cutting for the
board. Upon hisreturn he was
notified of a$25 per month ex-
pense account.

m The average cost of a
new car is $1,020.

m A gdlon of gas costs 15

cents.

Oct. 16: Trustees take a
tour of the school building to
decide on a plan to add an ad-
ditional classroom. No quo-
rum is present so no action is
taken.

m Percy Spencer acciden-
tdly discovers that micro-
waves heat food.

Nov. 13: The school board
discusses repairing a car dam-
aged by abus.

m In theaters “Nationa
Velvet,” “A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn” and *“Spellbound”
are hits.

m F. Scott Fitzgerad pub-
lishes “The Crackup and
Other Uncollected Pieces.”
“Cannery Row” by John
Steinbeck is aso published.

Nov. 27. Trustees decide
the old shop room will be con-
verted into a classroom. D.P.
Morris is hired as English
teacher for the remainder of
theyear. Theboard pays$50to
make repairs on the damaged
car.

m Raymond Libby devel-
opsora penicillin.

m Goldie Hawn, Henry
Winkler, Rod Stewart and Mia
Farrow are born.

1946

m The Cold War begins.

Jan. 10: The school district
acceptsthe pupilsand teachers
of the Gertie School for the
balance of the school year. Su-
perintendent R.L. Huffman is
given athree-year contract.

Jan. 29: The board callsfor
the payment of three bonds.

m The Baby Boom begins.

March 26: The school dis-
trict contracts with Gertie
School for the next school
year.
April 10: G.H. Stewart and
C.O. Arber are eected to
school board. H.E. Posey was
appointed to fill the vacancy
left by Lon T. Hubbard.

m Robert Penn Warren's
“All theKingsMen” and Eve-
lyn Waugh's “Brideshead Re-
visited” are published.

May 16: “Annie Get Your
Gun” opens on Broadway. A
popular song from the musical
is “There's No Business Like
Show Business.”

June 2: Italy abolishes its
monarchy.

July 26: Trustees of the
Gertie School will attend to
the leasng of the Gertie
School building with the mon-
ey being used for repairs.

July: Bikinisgo on salein
Paris.

Aug. 27: The board decides
that any pupil marrying in the
first or fall semester must drop
out of school while any pupil
marrying in the second or
spring semester may finish the
term.

m Life expectancy is 66.7
years.

m Frank Snatra, Bing
Crosby and the Ink Spots are
popular musicians.

Sept. 24: Trustees approve
the purchase of the Presbyteri-
an property.

Oct. 1. The Mensa Society
is created.

Oct. 16: Twelve high-rank-
ing Nazis are sentenced to
death by the International War
Crimes Tribunal in Nurem-
berg and are hung.

m Tupperware debuts and
issold at department and hard-
ware stores. It would later be
pulled out and sold through
home parties.

Oct. 18: Arrangements are
made with the Citizens Na
tional Bank of Cameronto pay
for the purchase of the Preshy-
terian property.

m Notable deaths are W.C.
Fieldsand H.G. Wells.

m Popular moviesare “It's
a Wondeful Lifg" “Best
Years of Our Life" and “The
Postman  Always Rings
Twice”

m George W. Bush, Cher,
Dolly Parton, Sylvester Stal-
lone and Donald Trump are
born.

1947

m The school district has
13 teachers and 330 students.

Jan. 28: New lunchroom
equipment is to be purchased
as outlined and approved by
the government program.

m The Homemaking De-
partment will hold the Valen-
tine formal in the gym.

Feb. 25: AnApril 3election
is caled to elect three new
trustees.

m TheDead SeaScrollsare
discovered in Qumran.

March 24: Congress ap-
proves atwo-term limit on the
presidency.

April 8: Charles H. Harri-
son is elected mayor of Mans-
field.

April 9: DaveWilson, Olen
Tipps and Richard Stone are
elected new trustees.

April 10: Jackie Robinson
joins the Brooklyn Dodgers.

April 29: Thehomemaking
class is permitted use of the
busfor asummer trip to Carls-
bad Caverns.

June 11: Sugar rationing
ends.

June24: Mrs. Eagen places
asmall building on the school
grounds, some convenient
place north of the main build-
ing for a private music hall.
Moving contractors are con-
tacted for bids on moving the
Lone Star School building to
the Mansfield grounds.

July 8: Reports are broad-
cast that aUFO hascrash land-
edin Roswell, N.M.

Sept. 17: U.S. Department
of Defenseis formed.

Sept. 18: The United States
Air Forceisformed

Sept. 30: The school
groundswill be it for football
purposes and supervised by
school officias. The football
field will be operated by
schooal officials.

Oct. 5: Harry Truman de-
livers the first televised presi-
dential address.

Oct. 14: Chuck Yeager
breaks the sound barrier.

Oct. 28: A petition circu-
|atesfor the purpose of consol-
idating the Mansfield and
Bludworth schools.

Oct. 29: The fire depart-
ment reorganizes after a fire
amost destroys the west side
of town. Severad buildings
have smoke and water damage
but are saved with the help of
the Midlothian Fire Depart-
ment. Three new pieces of
equipment are added.

Nov. 1. Howard Hughes
flies the Spruce Goose for the

first and last time.

Nov. 6;: “Meset the Press’
debuts on NBC.

m “Miracleon 34th Street,”
“Black Narcissus’ and “Gen-
tleman’s Agreement” are pop-
ular movies.

Dec.14: Bill France S
holds a meseting in Daytona
Beach, Fla, and NASCAR is
conceived.

1948

Jan. 30: Mahatma Gandhi
is assassinated in New Delhi.

Feb. 15 The fird
NASCAR raceis run in Day-
tona Beach, Fla

March 8 A 20-foot shed
aong the west side and a 40-
foot addition to the south end
of the present shop will be
built with labor provided by
G.l.sand the FFA boys.

April 3: Harry S. Truman
signstheMarshall Planto help
Europe rebuild.

April 7: The World Health
Organization is formed.

April 27: The following
teachers will be re-employed
for thenext schoal year: Willie
Pigg, Janet Brockett, D.P.
Morris, Ben Barber, Mary Orr,
Sue Nichols, Nancy Annen,
Erma Nash, Elizabeth Smith,
Mary Lillard, Alice Ponder,
Charlotte Anderson, Mayme
Harris and Thelma Jones.

June 13: Babe Ruth bids
his final farewell a Yankee
Stadium.

June 29: Trustees refuse
the gym for the firemen's
danceunlessrequested inwrit-
ing by the City Council.

m The331/3LPwasintro-
duced by Columbia Records.

July 27: The school board
approves an additional room
to be built a the Colored
Schoal.

m The first Polaroid cam-
eraissoldintheU.S.

Oct. 26: After agenerd re-
port on school conditions and
possibilities of improvements,
the superintendent gives are-
port on bonds, paint, bus prob-
lems, new buildings and the
shop. There was aso discus-
sion on the married status of
students.

m Movies “Treasure of the
Sera Madre” “Hamlet,”
“The Snake Pit” and “Red
River” arein theaters.

Nov. 2: Harry S. Truman is
redlected president of the
United States.

Nov. 30: Trustees discuss
the pros and cons of the Gil-
mer-Aiken committee. The
Gilmer Aiken Act established
afunding systemthat provided
revenue for education from
both state and local sources.

1949

m Thepopulation of Mans-
fieldis 1,200.

Jan. 4: Elizabeth Smithand
Doris Barber resign. Leola
Nichols and Blythe Harrison
arehiredtofill their vacancies.
Superintendent R.L. Huffman
isgiven acontract for an addi-
tional three years.

Jan. 20: Harry S. Trumanis

sworn in as president of the
United States.

Jan. 25: The firss Emmy
awards are handed out.

Feb. 26: The first non-stop
flight around the world is
made in 94 hours and 1 min-
ute. The plane, Lucky Lady,
took off from Carswel Air
Force Base in Fort Worth.

March 29: The schoal dis-
trict secures bids from severa
house movers to move the
Lone Star School building to
Mansfield.

April 4: NATO is estab-
lished.

April 26: G.H. Stewart and
C.O. Arber ae dected to
school board. Stewart and Co-
ble retain offices of president
and secretary.

m Minimum wage is 40
cents an hour.

June 18: Trustees call for
anelectionto equalizetaxesin
the district with the tax not to
exceed in the amount of $1.50
on a $100 vauation.

m “Death of a Salesman,”
“South Pacific” and “Gentle-
men Prefer Blondes’ open in
theaters.

July 5: Andectioniscalled
for July 23 for the assumption
of al bond indebtednessin the
Mansfield Consolidated Inde-
pendent School District and
extended territory.

July 25: The result of the
election to raise the school tax
from $1 to $1.50 on the $100
vaduated property fails by a
vote of 68-56.

July 26: A citizens com-
mittee headed by E.A. Rosier
meets with the board. Rosier
presents the board with a peti-
tion signed by 47 quaified
votersrequesting another elec-
tion raising the tax rate for
school purposes from $1 to
$1.45 on the $100 valuation.
After alengthy discussion by
Superintendent R.L. Huffman
asks why more money was
needed under the New Foun-
dation Program than under the
old program, the board calls
for an election to raise the tax
rateto $1.45 on the $100 valu-
aion.

m “Diamonds Are a Girls
Best Friend” isapopular song.

m “1984" by George Or-
well is published.

Aug. 18: Trustees decideto
sl the Lone Star School
building and Gertie School
building.

Aug. 29: The Soviet Union
begins testing atomic weap-
ons.

Aug. 31: DennisBradley is
appointed to the school board
to fill the vacancy caused by
the resignation of Richard
Stone. The Lone Star School
sold to JM. Galoway for
$1,250.

Oct. 1: Chinese Commu-
nists proclaim the New Peo-
ples Republic of China.

m Silly Putty issold.

m Dia telephone service
comes to Mansfield, allowing
residents to make their own
calsrather than relying on the
operator.
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